MINUTES of a Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council held on Monday 22nd June 2009 at Crown Chambers, Market Place, Melksham at 7.00 p.m.

Present: Cllr. Mike Mills (Chairman); Cllrs. Alan Baines; Rolf Brindle; Paul Clark; Gregory Coombes; John Glover; Pat Nicol; Stephen Petty and Richard Wood. 

Apologies: Cllrs. Elisabethe Bean; Terry Chivers and Don Millard.

61/09
Welcome to Cllr. Paul Clark: The Chairman welcomed Paul Clark to his first full Council Meeting

62/09
Wiltshire Council Elections: The Chairman congratulated Steve Petty on being elected as the new Wiltshire Councillor for Melksham North. He also congratulated Wiltshire Councillor Roy While on his election as the new Wiltshire Councillor for Melksham Without (South).

63/09
Declarations of Interest: Mrs Margaret Mylchreest declared an interest in planning application MW09  01650 as a neighbour of the applicant. Cllr Steve Petty declared an interest in the new Melksham Area Board as a town member and in all matters relating to planning issues as a member of the new Wiltshire Council Planning Committee. The Chairman declared an interest in the Chairman’s Allowance payment. Cllr. Glover declared an interest in matters relating to the Allotments as a prospective tenant. Cllr. Richard Wood  also declared an interest in the Allotments as a tenant of Berryfield Allotments. The Clerk advised the Council to declare an interest in MW09  01648 as the applicant was related to John Iles with whom the Council was negotiating to purchase land for new allotments. Cllr. Glover protested that the rules being applied to parish councillors were far stricter than those being applied to MPs.


The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow for a period of public participation.

64/09
Public Participation

a) WC Parking Review: Wiltshire Cllr. While reported that he had requested Wiltshire Council to consider parking at Halifax Road, Falcon Way,  St Athans Close and the Hornchurch Road entrances, as part of the Parking Review. He was carrying out traffic counts three times each day in these areas as part of the Review.

b) Proposed housing, Blenheim Park: Cllr. While reported that he was liaising with residents from Blenheim Park about the proposed new housing there. It appeared there was evidence to show that this land was now owned by the applicant but he was awaiting more information. 

Cllr. Glover emphasised that it was important for residents to know who owned the land as their Deeds had indicated this was Public Open Space

Cllr. While reported he had been to see how Mrs Bird’s house related to the site. Deeds had been overtaken by subsequent actions. Wiltshire Council was due to send through written confirmation about this and when this was received he would forward a copy to the Clerk so that the information could be circulated to residents. 

c) Use of Local Centre land: He was expecting to receive information from the Council Solicitor about this land very shortly.

d) New Wiltshire Council Planning Committee: Cllr. While reported that he was  a member and the Vice-Chair of the new Planning Committee. He was still able to speak about local planning applications but could not take part in voting. As a local Wiltshire Councillor he was able to call-in planning applications in his ward 

The Council re-convened.

65/09
Minutes, Planning Committee 8th June: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

66/09
Arising from Min. 43/09 Presentation from Sim Manley: The Clerk reported that she had now received a full copied set of the Section 106 Agreements and there had been no charge. Cllr. Glover suggested a comparison be made with the original final Development Brief to see if/ how changes had been made.

67/09
Arising from Min. 45/09(d) Fun in the Sun: The Chairman reported that the Bowerhill Action Group had agreed to help with publicity and distributing forms etc. It was agreed to ask Cllr. Bean if she would be willing to be the contact for Shaw and Whitley

68/09
Planning Applications: The Council considered the following planning applications: 


MW09  01677 Knorr Bremse Rail Systems, Westinghouse Way, Bowerhill.  Proposed changes to conditions for PA 08/01366:- Provision of doors and panelling in open east end of existing building, extension lighting to store building (Condition 8); Provision of ventilation stack & associated plant in existing wash down facility (Condition 9); Extension of time up to 10 years for temporary car park (Condition 2) 

Comments:- The Council has no objection to Clause 1of the development proposals. . However, for Clause 2, any additional external lighting must be down glare and in accordance with condition 8 of P.A 08/01366 to minimise sky glow, glare and light trespass. There is no objection to clause 3.  

With reference to clause 4 -  extension of time, up to ten years, of the temporary car-park condition 2 of consent 08/01366, the Council notes that drawing VLDG.2009-20-05 shows part of a store building being used as a temporary car park with overspill parking to the east of this building.  The Council is at a loss to understand why additional storage cannot be placed in the part of the store building now being used for temporary parking, so that the overspill parking area can remain as it is.  The Council objects to a relaxation of condition 2 to enable the overspill car park to be used for temporary storage for ten years.  The Parish Council believes the applicant should have to apply for a renewal every year to prevent the overspill car park being used for storage indefinitely. 

There were no objections to the following applications:-

 MW09/01648 Bodman, Little Bowerhill Farm, Bowerhill Lane, Melksham SN12  6RA . Proposed Alterations and extensions to farmhouse.

 MW09  01650 Szanto, 9 Brookfield Rise, Whitley SN12 8QP.  Proposal to demolish an existing rear conservatory and utility room. To construct a side and rear ground floor extension enlarging the kitchen to become a kitchen/diner, to add a dining room. To utilize the void beneath the dining room as a storage area, accessible externally.

MW09/01734 Mr. Steve Newcastle, 236 New Road, Melksham, Wilts SN12 7QZ

 Proposed rear first floor extension.

69/09
Planning Correspondence

(i) Lorry Park, King Street: The Council noted a reply from Melksham Town Council to let them know signs with details of the nearest facilities were to be erected. A reply received from Wiltshire Council indicated that it would not be easy to re-locate the lorry park elsewhere. There were cost implications.

(ii) Local Centre Land: The Council noted a reply from MP Michael Ancram enclosing a letter from Wiltshire Council Officer Mr Fleet. This indicated that Wiltshire Council would be urging developers to carry out a marketing exercise. The Chairman felt this suggested agreement with the Parish Council point of view that marketing had not yet taken place. Cllr. Glover questioned whether the Council should seek to purchase the land for allotments. It was agreed to find out when the marketing exercise was deemed to have begun and to reply to Mr Fleet to emphasise that the Council wished to register community interest in this land for allotments. The Chairman emphasised that the site also needed to be levelled fenced and planted up with grass seed, in accordance with the Section 106 Agreement. This was agreed

Resolved: 1. The Council write to Mr Fleet to ask when the five year marketing period had actually commenced and to emphasise the Council wished the land to be used for allotments. The Council also emphasise the need for the land to be levelled, fenced and seeded in accordance with the S 106 Agreement. 2. The Council send a letter of thanks to Mr Ancram for taking up this matter and let him know the Council’s response. 

(iii) Local Centre Land – letter from resident Paul Stokes: The Council noted a  copy letter from resident Paul Stokes to Wiltshire Council to complain about the lack of maintenance of the Local Centre Land and lack of enforcement of the Section 106 Agreement

Resolved. The Council write to Wiltshire Council in support of Mr Stokes’ concerns and send a copy of this letter to Mr Stokes.

(iv) Development East of Melksham – funding triggers: The Council noted a S 106 Agreement Summary Chart received from Planning Officer Sim Manley which indicated trigger points for the discharge of funds. Cllr. Glover reported that in the original Brief, a public transport contribution was due to be made towards Melksham rail services which now appeared to have been dropped. 

Resolved: The Council take up this matter with Sim Manley.

(v) A365, Shaw Hill Development – letter from WRHA: The Council noted a letter from WRHA to inform that good progress was being made towards acquiring the Hurn site for 7 affordable housing units, in accordance with the needs identified by Carol Southall in a recent Housing Needs Survey. Councillors expressed concerns that the site was outside the Village Policy Limit and outside the 30 m.p.h. limit, off a very dangerous stretch of A365. It was not well-related to the village facilities of Shaw and Whitley. The area was not well lit and new occupants would have to negotiate a very busy road to reach the local school. Cllr. Glover reported that there were moves in Bath to ban HGV traffic from A36/ A46 route which would mean more HGV traffic would have to use the A365.

Resolved: The Council reply to WRHA to indicate the Parish Council did not support development at the site due to the reasons stated above and that it would be better for WRHA to search for a site which was within the curtilage of the village.

(vi)
Shaw Hall Disability Access – Planning Amendment: The Council noted a copy letter from the principal Planning Officer to Shaw Hall Committee to confirm the application for an amendment to install just one disabled access had been formally approved. The Clerk reported that the Hall Committee had waited for many months for this confirmation which would now enable progress to be made re installing a disability ramp to the Hall. 

70/09      Finance

a) Internal Audit Report: The Council noted that a very positive Report had been received from the Internal Auditor. There were not matters for concern. The Chairman thanked the Clerk and Teresa Strange for their work in achieving such an excellent Report. 

b) Final Statement of Accounts & Supporting Statement 31st March 2009:
Resolved: Cllr. Glover proposed, seconded by Cllr. Wood that the final Statement of Accounts & Statement for 31st March 2009 be formally approved. This was unanimously agreed.

c) Annual Return & Annual Governance Statement for External Audit: Resolved: The Council formally approve the Statement of Accounts in the Annual Return and formally approve the responses in the annual Governance Statement to confirm the Council’s sound systems of internal financial governance.

d) Receipts June 2009: Resolved: The Council note the following receipts:

               500298
Mr Guley: Allotment land rent

      £     220.00

e) Accounts for payment: Resolved:  The following accounts be  checked and approved for payment:

                *3382  Voluntary Action West Wilts: 

                                                      H&S Training Course for Clerk
 £45. 00  

                *3383  Community First: Council Insurance Annual Premium           £2,011.77

                * Paid since the last meeting.

                 3384    MSK Test Pro: 3rd Qtr Rent for 

                                                       Crown Chambers (Jul, Aug, Sept 09)           £1,462.50

                 3385    Complete Weed Control: weed spraying £765 + VAT             £879.75

                 3386    G.B. Sport & Leisure: 

                                       Repair to slide at Beeches Play Area £440 + VAT         £506.00

3387   Mike Mills: 1st instalment – Chairman’s Allowance 

                                                  + £1.33 underpayment 08/09            £201.33

                   3388    SLCC Enterprises Ltd: Summer Seminar 

                                                     Teresa Strange £152 + VAT                              £174.80


    3389    Diana Lindsey: Internal Audit for year ending 31/03/09         £170.00

                   3390    British Telecom: Internet 01.05 - 31.07.09 £95.94 + VAT     £110.33


    3391    Post Office Ltd: Stamps                                                           £100.00


    3392    Walker Fire (UK) Ltd: Fire extinguisher 

                                                                          inspection £51.00 + VAT               £58.65

                   3393   Community First: Annual membership for 2009/10                  £36.00

                  3394    Countrywide Farmers Maintenance materials £15.81 + VAT   £18.18 3395     Mrs Mary Jarvis: June salary + O’time(12½hrs)  + Expenses                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                £9.25 + VAT  Reimbursement of NI taken in error(10p)   

               3396         Void cheque: Incorrect amount written 

               3397      Mr Terry Cole: Hrs (64 hrs) w/c 04/05/09-28/05/09 

                       + Travel Allowance (£25) + Mileage (111 miles: £38.85) 

               3398          Void cheque: Incorrect amount written 

                3399     Mrs Gill Butler: Casual Hrs (16hrs)  21/05/09 –11/06/09    

                3400          Void cheque: Incorrect amount written

                3401     Jacob Tyghe: Casual hours (4hrs) decorating Crn Chambers  

                   3402     Inland Revenue: Tax & NI, Employer/ee (£689.23) 

                                Less £75 incentive for submitting P35 return online               

                   3403     Wiltshire Council: Superannuation: 

                                                                      Jarvis/Strange Employer/ee                  

                 3404    Barry Mylchreest: Allotment Casual Hrs (6hrs)

                                         07.04.09 – 09.06.09 + + Mileage (36 miles: £12.60)      


        3405   Elaine Cranton: May office cleaning (6½hrs)                          

                    3406   Teresa Strange- June salary   + Overtime (7.75 hrs)  

                                                                    + expenses (£2,60) + VAT               

                    3407    Margaret Mylchreest – June salary + O’time (1/4 hr)          

71/09       Minutes, Finance Committee (Grants) Meeting, 8th June: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

72/09
Grant Awards 2009: Resolved: The following grants be approved for payment: 

3408
Bowerhill Village Hall Trust





£2,300.00

3409
Shaw Village Hall Management Committee



£3,000.00
3410
Whitley Reading Rooms





£   500.00

3411
Rachel Fowler Centre






£   200.00

3412
Berryfield & Semington Road Action Group



£   300.00

3413
Bowerhill Action Group





£   300.00

3414
Bowerhill Youth Group





£   400.00

3415
Carers Support, West Wilts





£   250.00

3416
Group Five







£   200.00

3417
Hope Counselling Service





£   150.00

3418
Melksham Council of Community Service



£   250.00

3419
Melksham PHAB Club





£   200.00

3420
Relate Mid Wiltshire






£   200.00

3421
West Wilts Citizens Advice Bureau




£   200.00

3422
Melksham Carnival / Party in the Park



£   500.00

3423
Shaw & Whitley Connect Magazine




£   250.00

3424
Shaw Church PCC






£   250.00

3425
Melksham Railway Development Group



£   200.00

3426
Bowerhill Busy Bees Patchwork & Quilting Group


£   100.00

3427
Melksham & District Young Farmers Club



£   100.00

3428
Melksham Choral Society





£   100.00

3429
Melksham Country Dancers





£   100.00

3430
St Barnabas Ladies Netball Club




£   100.00

3431
Golden Fleece Cricket Club





£   200.00











£5,050.00

73/09
Arising from Min. 50/09 Late Grant Application: A late grant application was received from the Melksham Christmas Lights Committee. It was agreed that as the closing date for applications was 30th April, no grant could be given in 2009, but that the application would be held over for the following year 2010.


Resolved: The Council reply to the applicant to explain that no grant could be awarded to the Christmas Lights Committee for 2009 as the application was so late, but that it would be considered the following year 2010.

74/09
Finance Committee Recommendations: Resolved: The recommendations as details in Min. 47/09 – 54/09 be formally approved.

75/09
Minutes, Annual Council 18th May: Resolved: The Minutes of this Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a correct record with the following amendment:


Min. 27/09 Line 7. Delete “mugger” , Insert “sports”.

76/09
Arising from Min. 9/09 Community Action Groups – Beanacre: Cllr. Clark  agreed he would be willing to represent Beanacre Action Group, as and when the need arose. Resolved: Cllr. Paul Clark be the Council representative for Beanacre on the Community Action Committee.

77/09
Arising from Min. 10/09 Appointment of Representatives – Health Forum: Cllr. Paul Clark agreed he would be willing to serve on the Melksham Joint Health Forum alongside Cllr. Bean. Resolved: Cllr Bean and Cllr. Clark represent the Council on the Joint Health Forum.

78/09
Arising from Min. 11/09 Footpath Representative – Beanacre: Cllr Clark agreed he would be willing to be the footpath representative for Beanacre. Resolved: Cllr Clark be the footpaths representative for Beanacre.

79/09
Arising from Min. 17/09c Insurance Policy – cover for councillors: Cllr. Coombes proposed the Council take out insurance cover for councillors,  at a cost of £29.50 per councillor, to cover them in the event of a complaint to the Standards Board. (Total cost for full Council = £383. 50.)  He reported that there had been several malicious complaints which had resulted in councillors being wrongly accused and having to face adverse press publicity which had damaged their reputation. The Clerk confirmed that a Melksham Without councillor had suffered from such an accusation and had subsequently resigned. Councillors supported this proposal. There was discussion as whether such cover would have to be paid by councillors individually or whether it could be funded from the Council Precept.


Resolved: The Council find out whether councillor insurance against complaints could be funded from the Council Precept.  

80/09
Arising from Min.31/09 Road Safety, Purlpit and Whitley: The Council noted details of a new Gateway Scheme received from Wiltshire Council Officer Mark Stansby.  This involved placing a “gated” feature with surface treatment on each side of the Westhill Road to slow down traffic.

Resolved: The Council approve the Gateway  in principle and request that the feature be done in white so that it was clearly visible at night.

81/09
Arising from Min. 32/09 Council power of well-being: The Clerk gave details of this Scheme from the Local Government Act 2000. It was agreed not to pursue this power any further or undertake any training.

82/09
Arising from Min. 34/09 Roundabout Sponsorship: The Clerk submitted a draft Application Form for approval which had been checked by the County Highways Dept. It was agreed to amend the question re maintenance to: “If no, who will carry out maintenance?” and to make clear that any person’s) carrying out street maintenance would need to be qualified in the Street Works Act. It was also agreed to request an initial bond from applicants of £200.


Resolved: The Roundabout Sponsorship Form be formally  approved with the amendments detailed above and applicants be asked to pay an initial bond of £200.

83/09
Arising from Min. 35/09 Melksham Area Partnership Meeting, 16th June: The Chairman reported that he found this Meeting depressing because the new Board Chairman, Jonothon Seed made clear there would be no guarantee that Wiltshire Council would finance a Community Agent for the partnership. It seemed town and parish councils would either have to do the work themselves or put in a business plan to the new Board.  Both the Town Council and the Parish Council had reserved funds to help finance partnership administration but other parish councils who attended made clear they did not wish make any donation. Two of the representatives for the new parishes did not attend, and those who came appeared unhappy about being grouped  with  the Melksham Area. Poulshot and Seend wanted to be part of Devizes and  Bulkington and Great Hinton wanted to be with Trowbridge. Both he and the  Town Clerk had made clear to the Partnerships Team Leader, Peter Dunford that unless Wiltshire Council sponsored a Community Agent for the Partnership it would collapse.


As Wiltshire Councillor Roy While indicated he wished to speak, the Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders:

84/09
Public Participation (2)  


Melksham Area Partnership: Wiltshire Cllr While emphasised that over the past few years a lot of time and funds had been invested in Melksham 1st. While Wiltshire Cllr Seed may have questioned the need to have an officer to service the Partnership at this meeting, generally it had been accepted that an officer was needed although the hours of work and duties were not finalised. The Board and the Partnership needed to be kept as separate entities with the Partnership being independent from the Board. The late addition of the other parishes to the Melksham Area was being questioned as some did look to Devizes and some looked to Trowbridge. He had supported Cllr. Seed as Board Chairman and Rod Eaton was the Vice Chairman. It was both Government and Conservative policy to support Area Partnerships so that the local community had a greater say in what happened. He was dedicated to having a Partnership although details still had to be worked out. After the Meeting he had spoken with the new Area Board Manager and  Peter Dunford  about the difficulties and they were fully aware of concerns from the Town and Parish councils. The first Meeting of the new Area Board was due to take place on 1st July when the Town Clerk, John Crook had agreed to give a ten minute presentation on how he felt the Partnership should operate. It was worthwhile awaiting this meeting to see how matters progressed. 


Cllr Coombes asked about where other representatives from the Police and Health Authority fitted in – would they be attending Board Meetings?


Cllr. While replied that they were unlikely to attend the first Board Meeting but it was hoped they would become involved with the Partnerships. The new Wiltshire Council had 98 councillors, 18 Community Boards each with a Manager who was paid £30,000+ and a sum for each Partnership. More than £1 million was being invested so the system had to run properly. The new Wiltshire Council was also facing Government cuts  which affected their finances.


The Council re-convened.

85/09
Melksham Area Partnership cont: Cllr. Glover emphasised that the excellent partnership run by Melksham 1st had already collapsed. The various groups, apart from Community Safety, were now moribund.  Resolved: The Chairman proposed the Council write to the Leader of Wiltshire Council, Jane Scott to express dissatisfaction that the new Area Board was not setting aside a sum for Partnership finance. This was agreed. Copy letters to be sent to Partnership members, including Melksham Town Council.

86/09
Council representative for Melksham Area Board: Resolved: The Council Chairman, Cllr Mills be the Council representative on the new Melksham Board and the Vice-Chairman, Cllr. Wood, be the second representative who would substitute for the Chairman when he was unable to attend a meeting.


The Council agreed to suspend Standing Orders again to enable Cllr. While to speak

87/09
Public Participation (3)


Melksham Area Board & Partnership: Cllr While reported that some issues would need to be referred to the Board while others would be addressed by the Partnership. It was essential to work with the Board. There had been a change in policy re planning applications to ensure it was the local member who had powers to refer an application to the Planning Committee. The local member could nominate another councillor if he so wished 


The Council re-convened.

88/09
Minutes, Allotment Meeting, 15th June: Resolved: The Minutes of the Allotment Meeting be formally approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman with the following amendment:


Min. 56/09 Paragraph 3, line 2: Insert “land” to read: “… and so had asked John Iles if the land was available”.

89/09
Arising from Min. 58/09 New allotments for Bowerhill: The Chairman advised that the Allotment Committee had felt the Council should suspend negotiations re obtaining land behind Locking Close for allotments until land ownership matters had been settled. The Land Registry had contacted Wiltshire Council again because it was thought WC owned more land than they acknowledged.

90/09
Arising from Min. 59/09 Additional Land for new allotments: Cllr Wood  reported that he had surveyed the area of land adjacent to the parish boundary. It would be ideal for allotments, being flat, well- drained and easily divisible into individual plots. It could meet all the parish allotment needs and others beside. Cllr. Glover confirmed the land was of good quality and there was room for parking. In contrast the quality of the land at Bowerhill was questionable. Cllr. Baines asked about location. It was agreed a scaled plan of the land was needed to see how many plots were possible on the site and production of the plan be delegated to members of the Allotment Committee.


Resolved: The Allotment Committee draw up a scaled plan for consideration by the Council.

91/09
Allotment Committee recommendations: Resolved: The recommendations as detailed in Min. 57/09 – 60/09 be formally approved.  

92/09
Youth Issues – letter from Berryfield young people: A letter was received from a group of young people at Berryfield which raised the following issues:  a) lack of maintenance of the grassed area next to the Play Area b) the need for lighting c)the need for the youth shelter to keep out rain and  d) the need for preventative measures to stop footballs going into the brook or into people’s gardens. Cllr Wood agreed the land dipped and was worn in some areas and advised that grant aid would be needed to do any levelling.  It was noted that the young people had been involved in the original choice of the youth shelter which was made open for safety reasons and was not intended to be used after dark. Following discussion it was agreed to forward the letter to the Berryfield Action Group to see if they would be able to help with raising funds to improve the grassed area and help resolve issues with the young people.


Resolved: The Council  forward the letter to the Berryfield Action Group and inform Lorraine Lugg, the Melksham Youth Co - 0rdinator of this action.

93/09
Office Secondary Glazing: The Council noted a further quotation from Alan Joy Windows Ltd. The Clerk informed she had applied to four more companies for quotations but had only received one reply. The Council noted that the lease on Crown Chambers would shortly be expiring. It was agreed to seek a Meeting with MSK to ensure the office lease could be extended prior to carrying out work on secondary glazing for the office. It was also agreed to check with WALC that the Council could legally purchase a property in the town parish for offices, should the Crown Chambers lease not be renewed.


Resolved: 1. The Council seek a Meeting with MSK Director, Bob Kirby. 2.The Council write to WALC to ask if the Council was able to purchase a property in another parish.

94/09
 General Correspondence for action

a) WALC County Circular for June 2009  

Local Council Administration book :     The Clerk  asked if  the Council would purchase an updated copy of  Local Council Administration by Charles Arnold Baker as due to changes in Council Law the 6th Edition was out of date. This was agreed. It was further agreed that the Clerk would seek to obtain a copy at the Summer Seminar to save postage. Cost: £53.60 + pp (SLCC members)

Changes to Concessionary Travel – Consultation :  The Dept of Transport was seeking responses to a consultation paper ‘Possible Changes in the administration of concessionary travel’. It was agreed to obtain a copy from the website. Closing date for comments -21st July

b) Shails Lane closure – Coroner’s Report: The Council noted that the Coroner Report was recommending, in view of the recent fatal accident,  that the current gated access from the western end of Shails Lane be closed so that pedestrians would be encouraged to use the Hampton Park roundabout crossings which were lit at night. Cllr. Glover expressed concern that it was claimed the road had never been used as a public right of way when in fact it had been regularly used since RAF Melksham days There were still some of the old concrete lampposts visible there. If  Wiltshire Council wished to close this due to lack of a lit crossing point, WC should then accept the Parish Council’s request for a crossing over the proposed new distributor road east of Melksham.  Cllr.Brindle reported that top end was owned by Wessex Water and was used all the time. The RAF had marched up there every day. Erecting a fence would not stop kids using it or make it safe as it was so well-known as a right of way. Cllr.Baines reported that it led to the back gate for the old RAF Melksham camp and was the main access for the railway halt at Semington. 
Resolved: The Council reply to refute the claim that this was not used as a right of way and emphasise its objection to the closure of Shails Lane due to the reasons stated above.

c) Local Democracy, Economic Development & Construction Bill: This document had been received through the local MP Michael Ancram.  Cllr. Brindle reported he had read through this document. It appeared the Government was trying to re-arrange the way the regions worked. The Regional Development Agency was to be paralleled by new Leaders’ Boards with representatives from the Principal Authorities and Government agencies. The Board would assess the regional Sports and Economic Strategy and create a new Regional Sports Strategy. The Bill aimed to get Principal Authorities to combine in Economic Prosperity Boards so that these associations could then do the work of the Regional Development Agency. Cllr. Wood asked if the Regional Development Agency was then being disbanded. Cllr. Brindle felt they would remain but under a different name and format. The changes meant that Regional Plans could be signed off even if local authorities rejected them.

Following discussion it was agreed to reply to Mr Ancram to make clear the Parish Council would not support the formation of any unelected quangos but was looking to see more powers being given to locally elected representatives.

Resolved: The Council reply to Mr Ancram as stated above.

d) Speeding in Westlands Lane, Beanacre: Cllr Clark  gave details of a complaint from a local Beanacre resident re speeding in Westlands Lane.

Resolved: The Council ask the Police to carry out spot speed checks and  ask Mark Stansby if any Scheme could be introduced to slow down traffic in Westlands Lane. 2. The Council  find out from the Police how much it would cost for the Council to purchase simple electronic “speed flash signs” for Westlands Lane. 

e) Parking at Beverley Close, Bowerhill: The Council noted a reply from Wiltshire Highways to inform that complaints re parking in Beverley Close had been investigated. The access had been legally constructed.

f) Town Council CCTV Group: Letter received from Melksham Town Council to invite a Parish Council representative to serve on the CCTV Group for the Melksham Area. Cllr Glover  offered to join this Group.

Resolved: The Council reply to the Town Council to inform that Cllr. Glover would represent the Council on this Group.

 g) New Secondary School – Gateway signs and road surfacing: The Council noted an email from WC Highway Engineer Mark Stansby to inform a 40m.p.h. speed limit was to be provided to the east of the school entrance and it had been suggested that the new Gateway signs have “Melksham” rather than “Bowerhill” on them. 

 Resolved: The Council  reply to emphasise that as the school was in the village of Bowerhill and not in the town parish,  it would be appropriate for this area to be described as Melksham on signs.

 95/09
General Correspondence for information: The Council noted receipt of the following Correspondence:

                           Health & Social Care Forum Thursday 10th September Bridge House.


 Minutes of recent Meeting of Community Area Safety Group

                            Forms and guidelines for Town Council Grant Aid applications


 Pedestrian Crossing, Lancaster Road – WC reply


 Berryfield and Semington Road Action Group Newsletter

 96/09
Health and Safety Award: The Council congratulated the Clerk on obtaining  the Level 2 Award with Credit,  in Health and Safety in the Workplace  


Meeting closed 9.50  p.m.

Chairman, 27th July 2009 
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